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utpn Shpng' 3hunwu  Lphuwnnuh  hpwwthwn U. Ouunbwl G
UunniwdwjwjmnunipbwU hpwywih nkwyptl wibh pwl Gpyne hwqun
wnwphubp Gup, nwpébw| pwpGdwneniehtllbn no QunphwwnpnihluuGp yp
thnfuwlwytEup G hwiwpwpwp Yp wnolbup «UG6 GL upwlsbh unphnipnp», nnp
jwjinuntbguwL nL JwjinwpwnniGguL w2huwphhu? hpGounwyutpniu
thwnwpwunitptwl Gpgbpny: Ywpbp Gup, hpGunwyubpnu wiGnhup Unju
pwngnniptwdp Yp hugt JGp yGwuphU kg, 6L Yp eGpdwgUE UG upinbpl no
hnghubnp:

U. Sunitunp JGéwagnju hpwppl £ wphuwnhhl, hpwiwdp' hpwppluGnniu
hpwpp, wllwpupbupwg nu wuypyubh: Pug np WwwnwhbGgwe |nLr nL unLpp
gh2Gpniwl Jtp, Wuwnién) thwnphU hpwwih GpGuinwdu Ep Gpyph Jpwy,
Wuwnnién) dwpnbnniphiup® Epnhuwnnuh Jke: « 6L Pwln dwnn Gnwe nt Jbn Uty
plwlbguwt, Gi JGUp wnGuwlp wlnn thwnpp. thwnpp dhwdhupl, nn Iondtl
GUwi' punphpny ni pdwnunniptwdp (Ggnily (3ngh. 1:14) Wunnniwd bup
Gnyhuptlu Gpyhp howt, dJwpnwgwe nt qgbgwr Jwpnywjhu puniehiu. wu
pwdltyhg Gnwt dwpnniu nipwiuncebwug nu nwnuniphLtbutGpnil, puwytbguwi
JdGn upwntGpniu Jip, Jtgh pubdwjtg jwihinBUwlywUu YGwuph hunuwnnudp:
NipGdu, uppGpubp, pnn JGp hnghubpp guéniptwdp [Ggnihu U. Suuntwu
nghn’y' np £t lvwnwnniphitup, U. SulunGwu hpwpn’y’ np £ 3njup, G U.
duuntwu upwinn’y’ np £ Uknn:

u. Ountunu Nt Wunniwdwjwjnmuniphtup  wnbknh nluGgwl
pwqUwpnphnipn hpwplutnnd, npnup uyhgp wrhu U. UnjuhU wlwwwywu
jnnpbwdp nu QupphEp 3pGrnwywwtnpu ynndE wunp npniwé wibnhu-
wwuwnagwdny. «Up” quwpubwn, Uwnphwd, npnyhbunbe Wuwnncdny punphphl
wndwlbwgwn: Ghw whnh jqwbwu nt quiwly up whnh Supu, nn Shuntu
whwnh Yngtu: Wuhlyw J6S whwnh pywy ne Ruwundnbughl Nnnhl whunp Yngncpy»
(inLywiu 1:30-32):

Ujl hpwpwihp Jpu Epn Guwjh Jwpqwpthu ynndt Ywwwpniwsd
dwpqwpEnighiupt 3hunwuh dunitunktl Gopp hwphip wnwphubp wnwye: Wju
pninpp Gnwl, npwtugh Uwpgwpthu Jhongny dwpnyniebwlU thnfuwugniwé
Wuwnnién) funuinnudp hp ywwnwnnudhU hwulkp. « Chw njup whunp jnuwbiwy Gi



nnnh dp ouph, G quuyl whinh UnsGU Eddwlncty, np Un pwlwyE' Qunniwd
utigh htwny (Gu. 7:14, Uwwnp. 1:23):

Upwlgtbh duntuntu Gup, hpGunwyp Gpbigwe hnhltuGpnlu ne tnnLwi
hpwowh wiGwnhup. «Up Ywiuliwp. dGgh wiGwnpu dn whnh wnwd, nn wdpnng
annnynipnhl UGS nipwipuniphil whnh wwwndwnk: Ljuon, hwiheh pwnwphl
Uty a6n @onlyhsp oSuwt, nn O6LGw; Stnl b» (Mntjwu 2:10-11): IpGonwyutpp
GnabghU. «Pwndnilplbnniy Uty Wuwnnidny thwnp, fuwnwnniehil Gphph
ynwy, GL dwnnng upoli hwaniphily (InLtywu 2:14):

Subéwih nEwpp UEP2UsnLd nnLtwe hdwuwnnil Ungbpnil, npnup dwdpw
Glwlu ntwh RERIGhEJ, hptug hGwn wnwlubiny pwulwndtp UnitEputp® nuyh,
yunpniy G gquninu, thwnwpwubint hwdwn «pwagwLnpubpnL FwagwLnpp.
wunup enphuwnnuh sUunwywjn duntpp hwuwU niph hpwpny Jp' RGriGhEdh
(nruwenn Qunnnhu wnwounpnniptGwdp:

ephuinnuph U. Buntunp wpunwunynp nktwp Ep nu hpwwihp, np Yp
wnoluwhudpnith hwqwpweinp wmwphutpt h 4Gp: Uhwiwuhy wjuonp wuqwd Jp
Guu Yp vhwuwlp wjn nmolwhdpniptwl: Wunniwé dwpnyniphiup thpybine
hwdwnp 6pwghp Jdp nuEp. wu hp pununnudp uwuwnwptbg, npwtugh JBup
thpynthup nu jwihnGUwywu YyGwup nluGUwUp, wwjdwluwer np gbhlup
punnitupup Jtp YGwlptpnil, upntpnlu nu hnghutpniu Jkp: SwpniE tnwnph,
dwdwuwyh wpqgbputpp sdwlggnn wju wwwngwdp Yp 2wnpnibwyt ubpolst)
nL wnwoelbnnpnt] UGq, mwiny Jdagh Jdbp ®npyshu thwjintt wuwnnhb hGnbLGint
hwLwuwpn:

LniepuGpne hnpuwbwydwl wju optpnil, jhoGup, np phuwnnuph U.
Ouncunp UnctEpuBpniu UGdwagnjuu £ nL Unp uyhgp Up, np Wunniwéd wwnpgbibg
dwpnyniebwlU: Uwpnniu hwlunktwy bp ubtpp Wunnuwéd  YGUuwagnpoébg®
w2huwnh npyGind hp Uhwdhu Npnhu, npwykugh thpyk Jdbg* dGnwinpubnu, no
ghup JtGp hnghutpnitu Jtp punniunnutpu pwpbihnpuE hwdwadwju hp Unipp
LUwdphU: Quwinnwén) Yynndkt JGgh innpniwd wju ywnagbip, unpphu Jke dwpnntu
hwdwp hngbywu yGpwdlUunbwu ni Unp uyhqph Up wqnwlpwll E: Wl
wwnpagbL Jpu E ptpwpwUsghip wuhwuwinh, untkp Jp, np sh pwnwdhp no sh
Unpunithp: opyniptwl, jwihntGUwywlu YyGwuph 6o uhpny wwpgbip, np
WUuwnniwé 2unphtg JGgh, wwnpgbL Jpu £, np Jhownn Yp yGpwunpngnih wdktu
wluqwd np SEp Shuntup punniLuhup UGn upintpniu Jky:

UhnpGLhutp,

Wju dinwédnidutpny Y’'wnoprtUp, nn Lnp SwpniwUu uGdhu, hpwywthwn
U. Ouuntwu nt WunniwéwjwjnunigbwU wolh hpwpp JdtGp YGwupbpp
WuwjéwnwgukE nL hwpuwnwgut: Cunphwlw| py wup Shpne, hp uhpnju hwdwn,
U. BuuntwUu hpwpht dwulwyhg pwup, 6o JGp nwnpnuehiup ubitnBup
Wuwnnién) thwnphU, np wju Souhu hujwlywu hdwuwnlu nt Lpwlwyniphiul E:

Upn, Unp Swpniwl no U. SuunbwUu hpwywthwn woUhU wnhpny,
npnhwywu uppny Yp 2unphwinptup U. Upnnnju Quhwyw] L.U.O.S.S. Upwd
U. Jwpnnhynup, dwnpetind pwewnnnoniphitl G wpgwuwpbn wnwphubn:



Rwiptuh  wGwnniptwl nGywdwputGpnlu Yp Jwnetblup wpGLwwnniehll,
hdwuwnniphtt G dnnndpnwunitep  Swnwjniphit:  UGp  upwnwaghl
pwnptdwnpenightbutpp UwbL @GJUhu  hngbunpwlwlu nwunitl, UgquwjhU
holuwunLetwu, GpGuthnpuwluwywu dannnyhu, Jdtp Gytntghutnnt
hngwpwpdwlwl Ywqgdtpnll, ubpniun yGpunn Yppwywl  Jpwyubtpndl,
ywagUwybnpwnietwlg, hwuwnwuwunniptwlg GL JwpJhuubpniu,
pwpGpwputpnu nu JGp hwiwwnwgbw] dnnndnipnphb: Uwuywgbw| dpystu
wnorepny Yp uunnblp, np w2huwnphhu wwpgbLE ukp nL puwnwnniphil, pwph
gnpétpnL jwennniehLu:

U. duunbwUu nL wnmwpGudniinh wju optpniu G pundhpwn, hwiwuwnph,
jnjuh, uhpnj, puwnwnnietwU nL hwéniebtwU wihpubpp NN nnnnGU
Rwjwuwnwlp, Upgwhul nt 3wjjwywu Uthphinpp, rnn wwjéwnwglbl Jbn
dgnnnynLpnhu yGwlpp:

fenn RGrIGhEUh thwyntl wuwnnp ppw) wnwebnpn' JGp hngbunn
dwuwwwphnpnnietwl, huswykbu np Gnwe hdwuwnnlu UngGpniu wnwolunnpnp®
with pwl Gpynt hwqwp lnwphubp wnwy:

fdnn GpUuwwnp 3[on ubpp JdGp upnbGpu no hnghubpp eGpdwglE
huwnwnnietwUp, gubnietwdp, wjuop nu UGp YGwlph pninp optpniu:

Sunphwinp Unp wnwph,
nhuwninu Suwt bL jujnubgut,
QLgh bL UEqh UGS witwnhu:

Unopwpwp®

Unwptn Upp. Uwpunhpnubwl, Unwelinpn
U. U. Lwhwugutpnt UpGdintGwu rdGUh

U. Oluntun, 2008

Prelate’s New Year and Christmas Message

CHRISTMAS: THE MIRACLE OF OUR LIVES

Over two millennia since the miraculous and Glorious Birth and
Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ, once again we exchange good wishes and
collectively celebrate the “Great and Marvelous Mystery” that was revealed and
declared to the world with the angels’ song of praise. Centuries later, the



tidings of the angels continues to resonate in our lives and brings warmth to our
hearts and souls.

The Birth and Theophany of our Lord is the greatest of miracles, unlike
any the world had ever known or has known since. What transpired on that
silent and holy night was indeed the miraculous appearance of the Glory of God
on earth; the incarnation of our Lord in Christ. “And the Word became flesh and
awelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of
the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). God Himself came down from
heaven and took on the nature of man; He took on the joys as well as sorrows
of mankind, dwelt in our hearts, and gave us the promise of eternal life.
Therefore, let us rejoice in the spirit of Christmas which is peace, the miracle of
Christmas which is hope, and the heart of Christmas which is love.

In actuality, many miracles surrounded the Nativity and Theophany of
our Lord, beginning with the virgin conception of Mary and the annunciation by
the archangel Gabriel who annunciated to Mary, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you
have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He will be great, and will be
called the Son of the Highest*(Luke 1:30-32).

Also miraculous is the prophecy by the Prophet Isaiah foretelling of the
Birth of Jesus seven hundred years prior. So all this was done that it might be
fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: “Behold, the
virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel, which is translated, “ God with us.” (Isaiah 7:14, Matthew 1:22-23).

Following the Glorious Birth, it was the angels who marvelously
appeared to the shepherds to announce the good tidings, “Do not be afraid, for
behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy which will be fo all people. For
there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord’
(Luke 2:10-11), and proclaim, “Glory fo God in the highest, and on earth peace,
gooawill toward men! (Luke 2:14). This occurrence inspired the three wise men
to set out for Bethlehem bearing gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh, to
glorify and praise the “King of Kings”, and they reached the manger by another
miracle which was the Star of Bethlehem that guided them to Jesus.

The extraordinary events leading up to and including the Birth of our
Savior is the miracle that has been celebrated for thousands of years and that
we continue to celebrate today. God had a plan of salvation for mankind and
He fulfilled that promise so that we may have eternal life if we believe and
welcome Him into our lives. Jesus was born not only into the world, but in our
hearts and spirits as well. Year after year, this timeless message continues to
inspire us and gives us faith to follow the bright and shining star that is our
Savior.



In this season of gift-giving let us remember that the Birth of our Lord
Jesus Christ is the greatest gift and new beginning God offered to mankind.
God demonstrated His love for mankind by sending His only begotten Son to
deliver us from sin and to transform those who embrace Him. The gift that God
gave us on that blessed day is a new spiritual beginning for mankind as a whole
as well as for individuals, and it is a gift that never fades. The gift of salvation,
eternal life, and love that God granted us is one that is renewed each time we
accept Jesus in our hearts.

Dear Faithful,

With these thoughts and feeling, | pray that our lives be transformed in
the New Year by the wonder of the miraculous Birth and Theophany of our
Lord. Let us thank the Lord for His love, share the wonder of our Savior’s Birth,
and behold the Glory of God which is the true meaning and significance of the
season.

On this blessed Feast we extend our filial love to our Pontiff His Holiness
Aram |, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, wishing many more years of
health and prosperity in the spiritual guidance of the Armenian people. We pray
for wisdom and success to the leaders of our homeland in their civil service of
our brethren. We convey our warm wishes of love and peace to the members
of the Religious and Executive Councils, Representatives Assembly Delegates,
Boards of Trustees, educators, sister organizations, sponsors, and faithful
parishioners.

May the tidings of love, hope, peace, and goodwill radiate throughout
Armenia, Artsakh, and the Diaspora and illuminate the lives of the Armenian
people.

May the bright star of Bethlehem guide us on our spiritual journey just as
it guided the Wise Men over two thousand years ago.

May His love fill your hearts with peace and joy during this time and
always.

Happy New Year
Christ is Born and Revealed.

Prayerfully,
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate
Western United States

New Year and Theophany, 2008
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